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Introduction 

 

The United Nations (UN) is an intergovernmental organization that aims to 

maintain international peace and security, develop friendly relations among nations, achieve 

international cooperation, and be a center for harmonizing the actions of nations. It is the 

largest, most familiar, most internationally represented and most powerful intergovernmental 

organization in the world. The UN is headquartered on international territory in New York City; 

other main offices are in Geneva, Nairobi, Vienna and The Hague. 

The UN was established after World War II with the aim of preventing future wars, succeeding 

the ineffective League of Nations. On 25 April 1945, 50 governments met in San 

Francisco for a conference and started drafting the UN Charter, which was adopted on 25 

June 1945 and took effect on 24 October 1945, when the UN began operations. Pursuant to 

the Charter, the organization's objectives include maintaining international peace and security, 

protecting human rights, delivering humanitarian aid, promoting sustainable development, 

and upholding international law. At its founding, the UN had 51 member states; this number 

grew to 193 in 2011, representing the vast majority of the world's sovereign states. 

 

Background of United Nations. 

 

• 1942 "Declaration of United Nations" by the Allies of World War II 
 

The earliest concrete plan for a new world organization began under the aegis of the U.S. 

State Department in 1939. The text of the "Declaration by United Nations" was drafted at 

the White House on 29 December 1941, by President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill, and Roosevelt aide Harry Hopkins. It incorporated Soviet suggestions, but 

left no role for France. "Four Policemen" was coined to refer to four major Allied 

countries, United States, United Kingdom, Soviet Union, and Republic of China, which 

emerged in the Declaration by United Nations. Roosevelt first coined the term United 

Nations to describe the Allied countries.[a] "On New Year's Day 1942, President Roosevelt, 

Prime Minister Churchill, Maxim Litvinov, of the USSR, and T. V. Soong, of China, signed a 

short document which later came to be known as the United Nations Declaration and the next 

day the representatives of twenty-two other nations added their signatures." The term United 

Nations was first officially used when 26 governments signed this Declaration. One major 

change from the Atlantic Charter was the addition of a provision for religious freedom, which 

Stalin approved after Roosevelt insisted. By 1 March 1945, 21 additional states had signed.  
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A JOINT DECLARATION BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, THE UNITED 
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, CHINA, AUSTRALIA, BELGIUM, CANADA, COSTA RICA, 
CUBA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, EL SALVADOR, GREECE, 
GUATEMALA, HAITI, HONDURAS, INDIA, LUXEMBOURG, NETHERLANDS, NEW 
ZEALAND, NICARAGUA, NORWAY, PANAMA, POLAND, SOUTH AFRICA, 
YUGOSLAVIA 

The Governments signatory hereto, 

Having subscribed to a common program of purposes and principles embodied in the Joint 

Declaration of the President of the United States of America and the Prime Minister of Great 

Britain dated August 14, 1941, known as the Atlantic Charter, 

Being convinced that complete victory over their enemies is essential to defend life, liberty, 

independence and religious freedom, and to preserve human rights and justice in their own 

lands as well as in other lands, and that they are now engaged in a common struggle against 

savage and brutal forces seeking to subjugate the world, 

DECLARE: 

1. Each Government pledges itself to employ its full resources, military or economic, 

against those members of the Tripartite Pact and its adherents with which such 

government is at war. 

2. Each Government pledges itself to cooperate with the Governments signatory hereto 

and not to make a separate armistice or peace with the enemies. 

The foregoing declaration may be adhered to by other nations which are, or which may be, 

rendering material assistance and contributions in the struggle for victory over Hitlerism. 

— The Washington Conference 1941–1942 

During the war, "the United Nations" became the official term for the Allies. To join, countries 

had to sign the Declaration and declare war on the Axis. 

 

Foundation of United Nations 

 

The UN was formulated and negotiated among the delegations from the Allied Big 

Four (the United States, the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and China) at the Dumbarton 

Oaks Conference from 21 September 1944 to 7 October 1944 and they agreed on the aims, 

structure and functioning of the UN. After months of planning, the UN Conference on 

International Organization opened in San Francisco, 25 April 1945, attended by 50 

governments and a number of non-governmental organizations involved in drafting the UN 

Charter. "The heads of the delegations of the sponsoring countries took turns as chairman of 

the plenary meetings: Anthony Eden, of Britain, Edward Stettinius, of the United States, T. V. 

Soong, of China, and Vyacheslav Molotov, of the Soviet Union. At the later meetings, Lord 

Halifax deputized for Mister Eden, Wellington Koo for T. V. Soong, and Mister Gromyko for 

Mister Molotov." The UN officially came into existence 24 October 1945, upon ratification of 

the Charter by the five permanent members of the Security Council—France, the Republic of 

China, the Soviet Union, the UK and the US—and by a majority of the other 46 signatories.  
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The first meetings of the General Assembly, with 51 nations represented, and the Security 

Council took place in Methodist Central Hall, Westminster, London beginning on 10 January 

1946. Debates began at once covering topical issues including the presence of Russian troops 

in Iranian Azerbaijan, Great Britain's forces in Greece and within days the first veto was cast.  

The General Assembly selected New York City as the site for the headquarters of the UN, 

construction began on 14 September 1948 and the facility was completed on 9 October 1952. 

Its site—like UN headquarters buildings in Geneva, Vienna, and Nairobi—is designated 

as international territory. The Norwegian Foreign Minister, Trygve Lie, was elected as the first 

UN Secretary-General.  

 

Structure of UN 

 

The UN system is based on five principal organs: the General Assembly, the Security Council, 

the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), the International Court of Justice and the UN 

Secretariat. A sixth principal organ, the Trusteeship Council, suspended operations on 1 

November 1994, upon the independence of Palau, the last remaining UN trustee territory.  

Four of the five principal organs are located at the main UN Headquarters in New York 

City. The International Court of Justice is located in The Hague, while other major agencies 

are based in the UN offices at Geneva, Vienna, and Nairobi. Other UN institutions are located 

throughout the world. The six official languages of the UN, used in intergovernmental 

meetings and documents, are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian, and Spanish. On 

the basis of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, the UN 

and its agencies are immune from the laws of the countries where they operate, safeguarding 

the UN's impartiality with regard to the host and member countries.  

Below the six organs sit, in the words of the author Linda Fasulo, "an amazing collection of 

entities and organizations, some of which are actually older than the UN itself and operate 

with almost complete independence from it". These include specialized agencies, research 

and training institutions, programmes and funds, and other UN entities.  

The UN obeys the Noblemaire principle, which is binding on any organization that belongs to 

the UN system. This principle calls for salaries that will draw and keep citizens of countries 

where salaries are highest, and also calls for equal pay for work of equal value independent 

of the employee's nationality. In practice, the ICSC takes reference to the highest-paying 

national civil service. Staff salaries are subject to an internal tax that is administered by the 

UN organizations.  
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Principles of the United Nations 

1. Article 1 (2) - Equal rights and self-determination of peoples 

2. Article 2 (4) - Prohibition of threat or use of force in international relations 

3. Article 2 (5) - Obligation to give assistance to the United Nations and refrain 

from assisting States targeted with preventive or enforcement action 

4. Article 2 (6) - Need to ensure that non-United Nations Members act in 

accordance with its Principles 

5. Article 2 (7) - Non-intervention in domestic affairs by the United Nations 

 

✓ Article 1 (2) - Equal rights and self-determination of peoples 

Article 1 (2) establishes that one of the main purposes of the United Nations, and thus 

the Security Council, is to develop friendly international relations based on respect for 

the “principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples”. The case studies in 

this section cover instances where the Security Council has discussed situations with 

a bearing on the principle of self-determination and the right of peoples to decide their 

own government, which may relate to the questions of independence, autonomy, 

referenda, elections, and the legitimacy of governments. 

 

✓ Article 2 (4) - Prohibition of threat or use of force in international 

relations 

Article 2 (4) of the Charter prohibits the threat or use of force and calls on all Members 

to respect the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of other 

States. The case studies in this section typically cover instances where Article 2 (4) 

was cited and discussed in the context of inter or intra State violence, war or other 

territorial conflicts. 

 

✓ Article 2 (5) - Obligation to give assistance to the United Nations and 

refrain from assisting the target States of preventive or enforcement 

action 

Article 2 (5) of the Charter states that Members shall assist the United Nations in any 

action taken in accordance with the Charter, and refrain from giving assistance to a 

State against which the United Nations is taking preventive or enforcement action. The 

Repertoire has generally focused on the first principle of the Article, and from 1989-

2007 provided examples of calls for assistance made in Security Council decisions. 

From 2008 onwards, the Repertoire has focused on Council practice relating to the 

second principle of the Article and featured for instance calls for refraining from actions 

that could be considered as providing assistance to a State under Council action. 

 

 

https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel1
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel2
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel3
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel3
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel4
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel4
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/purposes-and-principles-un-chapter-i-un-charter#rel5


 

 

Sensitivity: Internal & Restricted 

✓ Article 2 (6) - Need to ensure that non-United Nations Members act in 

accordance with its Principles 

Article 2 (6) of the Charter states that the Organization shall ensure that non-Members 

also act in accordance with its principles. The Repertoire studies on Article 2 (6) covers 

instances where the Security Council has addressed itself to non-Members of the 

United Nations. It has not been included since 2003 when near-universal membership 

in the United Nations limited its relevance. 

 

✓ Article 2 (7) - Non-intervention in domestic affairs by the United Nations 

Article 2 (7) states that the United Nations has no authority to intervene in matters 

which are within the domestic jurisdiction of any State, while this principle shall not 

prejudice the application of enforcement measures under Chapter VII of the Charter. 

The Repertoire covers those cases where this principle of non-intervention by the 

United Nations was raised and the authority of the Council to involve itself in a 

particular situation was questioned. 
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United Nation Peace Keeping 

 

Peacekeeping by the United Nations is a role held by the Department of Peace 

Operations as "a unique and dynamic instrument developed by the organization as a way to 

help countries torn by conflict to create the conditions for lasting peace". It is distinguished 

from peacebuilding, peacemaking, and peace enforcement although the United Nations does 

acknowledge that all activities are "mutually reinforcing" and that overlap between them is 

frequent in practice 

The first peacekeeping mission was launched in 1948. This mission, the United Nations Truce 

Supervision Organization (UNTSO), was sent to the newly created State of Israel, where a 

conflict between the Israelis and the Arab states over the creation of Israel had just reached 

a ceasefire. The UNTSO remains in operation to this day, although the Israeli–Palestinian 

conflict has certainly not abated. Almost a year later, the United Nations Military Observer 

Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was authorized to monitor relations between the two 

nations, which were split off from each other following the United Kingdom's decolonization of 

the Indian subcontinent. 

As the Korean War ended with the Korean Armistice Agreement in 1953, UN forces remained 

along the south side of demilitarized zone until 1967, when American and South Korean 

forces took over 

The end of the Cold War precipitated a dramatic shift in UN and multilateral peacekeeping. In 

a new spirit of cooperation, the Security Council established larger and more complex UN 

peacekeeping missions, often to help implement comprehensive peace agreements between 

belligerents in intra-State conflicts and civil wars. Furthermore, peacekeeping came to involve 

more and more non-military elements that ensured the proper functioning of civic functions, 

such as elections. The UN Department of Peacekeeping Operations was created in 1992 to 

support this increased demand for such missions. 

By and large, the new operations were successful. In El Salvador and Mozambique, for 

example, peacekeeping provided ways to achieve self-sustaining peace. Some efforts failed, 

perhaps as the result of an overly optimistic assessment of what UN peacekeeping could 

accomplish. While complex missions in Cambodia and Mozambique were ongoing, the 

Security Council dispatched peacekeepers to conflict zones like Somalia, where neither 

ceasefires nor the consent of all the parties in conflict had been secured. These operations 

did not have the manpower, nor were they supported by the required political will, to implement 

their mandates. The failures—most notably the 1994 Rwandan genocide and the 1995 

massacre in Srebrenica and Bosnia and Herzegovina—led to a period of retrenchment and 

self-examination in UN peacekeeping. 

That period led, in part, to the United Nations Peacebuilding Commission, which works to 

implement stable peace through some of the same civic functions that peacekeepers also 

work on, such as elections. The Commission currently works with six countries, all in Africa. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_Peace_Operations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Department_of_Peace_Operations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peacebuilding
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peacemaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_enforcement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Truce_Supervision_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Truce_Supervision_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/State_of_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ceasefire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinian_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli%E2%80%93Palestinian_conflict
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Military_Observer_Group_in_India_and_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Military_Observer_Group_in_India_and_Pakistan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decolonization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_subcontinent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Armistice_Agreement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Demilitarized_Zone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Military
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Security_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_wars
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/El_Salvador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mozambique
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambodia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Somalia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwandan_genocide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srebrenica_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srebrenica_massacre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srebrenica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnia_and_Herzegovina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Peacebuilding_Commission


 

 

Sensitivity: Internal & Restricted 

Participation in peace Keeping 

The UN Charter stipulates that to assist in maintaining peace and security around the world, 

all member states of the UN should make available to the Security Council necessary armed 

forces and facilities. Since 1948, close to 130 nations have contributed military and civilian 

police personnel to peace operations. While detailed records of all personnel who have served 

in peacekeeping missions since 1948 are not available, it is estimated that up to one million 

soldiers, police officers and civilians have served under the UN flag in the last 56 years. As of 

June 2013, 114 countries were contributing a total 91,216 military observers, police, and 

troops to United Nations Peacekeeping Operations. 

As of 29 February 2016, 124 countries were contributing a total of 105,314 personnel in 

Peacekeeping Operations, with Ethiopia leading the tally (8,324), followed by India (7,695) 

and Bangladesh (7,525).In June 2013. Pakistan contributed the highest number overall with 

8,186 personnel, followed by India (7,878), Bangladesh(7,799), 

Ethiopia (6,502), Rwanda(4,686), 

Nigeria (4,684), Nepal (4,495), Jordan (3,374), Ghana (2,859),and Egypt (2,750).  

As of 28 February 2015, 120 countries were contributing a total of 104,928 personnel in 

Peacekeeping Operations, with Bangladesh leading the tally (9,446). As of March 2008, in 

addition to military and police personnel, 5,187 international civilian personnel, 2,031 UN 

Volunteers and 12,036 local civilian personnel worked in UN peacekeeping missions.  

Through October 2018, 3,767 people from over 100 countries had been killed while serving 

on peacekeeping missions. Many of those came 

from India (163), Nigeria (153), Pakistan (150), Bangladesh (146), and Ghana (138). Thirty 

percent of the fatalities in the first 55 years of UN peacekeeping occurred in the years 1993-

1995. About 4.5% of the troops and civilian police deployed in UN peacekeeping missions 

come from the European Union and less than one percent from the United States (USA).  
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Results of Peace keeping 

According to scholar Page Fortna, there is strong evidence that the presence of peacekeepers 

significantly reduces the risk of renewed warfare; more peacekeeping troops leads to fewer 

battlefield and civilian deaths. There is also evidence that the promise to deploy peacekeepers 

can help an international organizations in bringing combatants to the negotiation table and 

increase the likelihood that they will agree to a cease-fire.  

However, there have been several reports during UN peacekeeping missions of human rights 

abuse by UN soldiers, notably in Central African Republic in 2015. Cost of these missions is 

also significant, with UNMISS in South Sudan costing $1 billion per year for 12,500 UN 

soldiers unable to prevent the country's movement towards civil war. Often missions require 

approval from local governments before deploying troops which can also limit effectiveness of 

UN missions.  

Nicholas Sambanis asserts that the presence of a UN peacekeeping mission is correlated with 

a positive effect on the achievement of peace, especially in the short-term. However, he notes 

that this effect is lessened over time. Thus, the longer that peacekeepers remain in a country, 

the greater the likelihood that peace will maintain. Acknowledging the success that UN 

peacekeeping operations have achieved in increasing political participation, Sambanis claims 

that a greater focus on economic development would further increase the efficacy of 

peacekeeping efforts.  

Another study suggests that doubling the peacekeeping operation budget, stronger 

peacekeeping operation mandates and a doubling of the PKO budget would reduce armed 

conflicts by up to two thirds relative to a scenario without PKOs 
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