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Non-Aligned Movement 

 

The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) is a forum of 120 developing world states that are not 

formally aligned with or against any major power bloc. After the United Nations, it is the largest 

grouping of states worldwide.  

Drawing on the principles agreed at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the NAM was 

established in 1961 in Belgrade, SR Serbia, Yugoslavia through an initiative of the Indian 

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Indonesian President Sukarno and the Yugoslav 

President Josip Broz Tito. This led to the first Conference of Heads of State or Governments 

of Non-Aligned Countries. The term non-aligned movement first appears in the fifth 

conference in 1976, where participating countries are denoted as "members of the 

movement". 

The purpose of the organization was enumerated by Fidel Castro in his Havana Declaration 

of 1979 as to ensure "the national independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and security 

of non-aligned countries" in their "struggle against imperialism, colonialism, neo-

colonialism, racism, and all forms of foreign aggression, occupation, domination, interference 

or hegemony as well as against great power and bloc politics." The countries of the Non-

Aligned Movement represent nearly two-thirds of the United Nations' members and contain 

55% of the world population. Membership is particularly concentrated in countries considered 

to be developing or part of the Third World, though the Non-Aligned Movement also has a 

number of developed nations. 

Although many of the Non-Aligned Movement's members were actually quite closely aligned 

with one or another of the superpowers (such as the People's Republic of China, an observer, 

or the Russian Federation, not participating in the Non-Aligned Movement), the movement still 

maintained cohesion throughout the Cold War, even despite several conflicts between 

members which also threatened the movement. In the years since the Cold War's end, it has 

focused on developing multilateral ties and connections as well as unity among the developing 

nations of the world, especially those within the Global South. 

 

The term "non-alignment" was established in 1953 at the United Nations. Nehru used the 

phrase in a 1954 speech in Colombo, Sri Lanka. In this speech, Zhou Enlai and Nehru 

described the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence to be used as a guide for Sino-Indian 

relations called Panchsheel (five restraints); these principles would later serve as the basis of 

the Non-Aligned Movement. The five principles were: 

• Mutual respect for each other's territorial integrity and sovereignty. 

• Mutual non-aggression. 

• Mutual non-interference in domestic affairs. 

• Equality and mutual benefit. 

• Peaceful co-existence.  

A significant milestone in the development of the Non-Aligned Movement was the 

1955 Bandung Conference, a conference of Asian and African states hosted by Indonesian 

president Sukarno, who gave a significant contribution to promote this movement. Bringing 

together Sukarno, U Nu, Nasser, Nehru, Tito, Nkrumah and Menon with the likes of Ho Chi 
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Minh, Zhou Enlai, and Norodom Sihanouk, as well as U Thant and a young Indira Gandhi, the 

conference adopted a "declaration on promotion of world peace and cooperation", which 

included Zhou Enlai and Nehru's five principles, and a collective pledge to remain neutral in 

the Cold War. Six years after Bandung, an initiative of Yugoslav president Josip Broz Tito led 

to the first Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, which was 

held in September 1961 in Belgrade. The term non-aligned movement appears first in the fifth 

conference in 1976, where participating countries are denoted as members of the movement.  

At the Lusaka Conference in September 1970, the member nations added as aims of the 

movement the peaceful resolution of disputes and the abstention from the big power military 

alliances and pacts. Another added aim was opposition to stationing of military bases in foreign 

countries.  

Since the end of the Cold War, the Non-Aligned Movement has been forced to redefine itself 

and reinvent its purpose in the current world system. A major question has been whether any 

of its foundational ideologies, principally national independence, territorial integrity, and the 

struggle against colonialism and imperialism, can be applied to contemporary issues. The 

movement has emphasised its principles of multilateralism, equality, and mutual non-

aggression in attempting to become a stronger voice for the global South, and an instrument 

that can be used to promote the needs of member nations at the international level and 

strengthen their political leverage when negotiating with developed nations. In its efforts to 

advance Southern interests, the movement has stressed the importance of cooperation and 

unity amongst member states,but as in the past, cohesion remains a problem since the size 

of the organisation and the divergence of agendas and allegiances present the ongoing 

potential for fragmentation. While agreement on basic principles has been smooth, taking 

definitive action vis-à-vis particular international issues has been rare, with the movement 

preferring to assert its criticism or support rather than pass hard-line resolutions.  

The movement continues to see a role for itself, as in its view, the world's poorest nations 

remain exploited and marginalised, no longer by opposing superpowers, but rather in a uni-

polar world, and it is Western hegemony and neo-colonialism that the movement has really 

re-aligned itself against. It opposes the foreign occupation, interference in internal affairs and 

aggressive unilateral measures, but it has also shifted to focus on the socio-economic 

challenges facing member states, especially the inequalities manifested by globalization and 

the implications of neo-liberal policies. The Non-Aligned Movement has identified 

economic underdevelopment, poverty, and social injustices as growing threats to peace and 

security.  

The 16th NAM summit took place in Tehran, Iran, from 26 to 31 August 2012. According 

to Mehr News Agency, representatives from over 150 countries were scheduled to 

attend. Attendance at the highest level includes 27 presidents, two kings and emirs, seven 

prime ministers, nine vice presidents, two parliament spokesmen and five special envoys. At 

the summit, Iran took over from Egypt as Chair of the Non-Aligned Movement for the period 

2012 to 2015. and latest one held in Venezuela 2016.  

In 2019 Colombia and Peru suspended their participation in the Movement under the 

presidency of Venezuela because their governments did not recognize the legitimacy 

of Nicolás Maduro's regime. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ho_Chi_Minh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zhou_Enlai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norodom_Sihanouk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U_Thant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indira_Gandhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Josip_Broz_Tito
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgrade
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Underdevelopment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/16th_Summit_of_the_Non-Aligned_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tehran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mehr_News_Agency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicol%C3%A1s_Maduro


 

 

Sensitivity: Internal & Restricted 

Summits 

 

The conference of Heads of State or Government of the Non-Aligned Countries, often referred 

to as Non-Aligned Movement Summit is the main meeting within the movement and are held 

every few years:  

 

Date Host country Host city 

1st 1–6 September 1961  Yugoslavia 

2nd 5–10 October 1964  United Arab Republic 

3rd 8–10 September 1970  Zambia 

4th 5–9 September 1973  Algeria 

5th 16–19 August 1976  Sri Lanka 

6th 3–9 September 1979  Cuba 

7th 7–12 March 1983  India 

8th 1–6 September 1986  Zimbabwe 

9th 4–7 September 1989  Yugoslavia 

10th 1–6 September 1992  Indonesia 

11th 18–20 October 1995  Colombia 

12th 2–3 September 1998  South Africa 

13th 20–25 February 2003  Malaysia 

14th 15–16 September 2006  Cuba 
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15th 11–16 July 2009  Egypt 

16th 26–31 August 2012  Iran 

17th 13–18 September 2016  Venezuela 

18th 25–26 October 2019  Azerbaijan 

 

The Non-Aligned Movement celebrated its 50th anniversary in Belgrade on 5–6 September 2011 
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