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In my last lesson I explained how to 
start working on critical 
appreciation of poetry and prose. 
This lesson is meant to take you 



through the dos and don’ts with 
reference to poetry and prose. The 
general rules are the same for 
both poetry and prose. I will point 
out how to consider poetry and 
prose in particular. 

                                   Prose 

• When you are given a prose 
passage the first task is to read 
it and make mental notes of the 
central idea. That is, you have to 
understand what the author 
wants to convey through her/his 
writing. (Passages meant for 
critical appreciation are 
generally not like newspaper 
articles which are full of 
information about current 
affairs.)  

• After making a note of the 
central idea, look out for the 



ways in which the author 
elaborates and illustrates 
her/his idea. For example, look 
at particular words, images, 
figures of speech which the 
author uses to explain and 
elaborate her/his idea. Make a 
note of these and critically ask 
whether these words, images and 
figures of speech really help in 
understanding the passage or 
whether they are useless 
ornaments that could be left 
out.  

• Look at the passage and consider 
the clarity. How far is the 
author successful in clearly 
stating the subject? Does the 
language maintain a coherent 
pattern? Is the author consistent 
or does the author contradict 
herself/himself?  



• Next, consider the length of the 
passage and ask if the author 
uses too many words or only a 
few words to convey her/his idea. 
Is the author repetitive? Is the 
author cryptic? *Cryptic- uses 
few words to coherently convey 
the subject matter. 

• Next, does the passage remind 
you of a similar prose or poetry 
you have read? You could have 
come across similar ideas in 
other languages too. Make a 
note of this if you find any and 
mention that as a cross 
reference.  

Let us look at a short prose piece 
which I have written for you as an 
example. * 

“The tradition of venerating the 
departed ancestors among Hindus is 



not unique. Other cultures, including 
the Celtic- Gaelic pagans, Chinese 
Taoists and Buddhists, Japanese 
Buddhists, Muslims and Christians 
all over the world, have one way or 
the other to pay obeisances to the 
departed. Several indigenous 
people also must be having their 
own ways of doing the same.  

Man's urge to rationalize life, 
death and after-life, speculate 
upon the credibility of soul and 
karma has prompted them to chart 
unknown territories of culture(s).”  

(author: Anuradha Mukherjee) 

1. What is the central idea of this 
passage? 
The tradition of venerating the 
dead or departed is common to 
most people in this world. 
Paying respect to the dead 



comes from our urge to 
rationalize death and after-
life.  

2. How have I elaborated my idea 
in this passage? You can see I 
have used very few words to 
convey my idea. I have named 
several religious groups to 
indicate that all these people 
have the tradition of paying 
respect to the people who have 
died. You must have noted that I 
have NOT mentioned that people 
usually pay respect to the 
elders in the family when they 
die. Why did I NOT mention this 
elaborately?  Because I used 
the word ancestor and  it 
implies one's own family line. I 
expect my readers to 
understand that when I am 
talking about paying respect 



to the departed, I mean those 
people whom I have lost. I do not 
perform rituals to pay respect 
for those who are not related 
to me, although deaths can 
make me sad and mourn for such 
losses. So here, you can 
critically comment on my prose 
style and point out that my 
style is CRYPTIC.  

3. You may have noted that I have 
used the term “cultures” 
instead of “religious groups” 
although the content is about 
religious practices. Do you think 
i could have used “religious 
groups” instead of “cultures”? 
This is where you can point out 
whether I have made a wrong or 
right choice of words as a 
writer. ( I can give you the 
reason why I chose to use the 



term “cultures” instead of “ 
religious” groups.)  

4. Consider the tone of the 
passage. Is it didactic or 
instructive or fantasy or 
political or philosophical? Or is 
it merely a reflection of the 
mind? Is the language difficult 
to understand? Have I used an 
ornamental style? How does the 
passage end? Is it too short and 
abrupt? Give your reasons for 
your view. Remember, you have 
to be critical but you cannot  
personal while doing critical 
appreciation.  

5. Sometimes you might be lucky to 
find a prose passage that you 
have already read. Identify the 
author! It gives you a bonus 
point and use your resources to 
comment at length about the 



style because you are already 
familiar with the author.  

 

 


